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450 million investment 

SSA Marine has committed to invest the estimated $450 million needed to design and build the terminal.

Economic growth
for entire region
Double container volume: The terminal would allow the region’s container volume to double by 2011.

Create new jobs: Approximately 450 jobs at the terminal and 95,000 additional jobs in the surrounding area would be generated.

Planned for more than a decade, the South Atlantic International Terminal would be built in Jasper County, S.C., on the lower Savannah River to serve existing and new, deeper-draft container ships.
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Terminal site 

Location: Approximately eight miles from the sea buoy on the Savannah River.

Total size: 1,863 acres.

Facilities: 3,600-foot ship berth, 200-acre container yard, eight gantry cranes (Phase 1).

Access: Rail line on docks; four-lane highway.

Container volume: Between 550,000 and 1.1 million containers projected to move through the terminal annually in first decade.

Access for larger ships 
Deeper channel: River would be dredged to a depth of up to 50 feet (not now possible at region’s existing terminals).

Next-generation ships: Would serve new container ships carrying between 7,000 and 12,000 TEUs (Twenty-foot Equivalent container Units).

New shipping access: Larger ships cannot now reach existing terminals at Charleston, S.C., or Savannah, GA.

Public ownership, management 

Public ownership: Land, facilities owned by Jasper County.

Development/operations: Jasper County has contracted with SSA Marine, America’s foremost terminal company and a global industry leader, to design, build and operate the terminal under a 32-year contract. 

Plan design: Jasper County has developed a full design plan over the past decade, including engineering studies for design, soils and environmental analyses; service plans for railroad links, electric power and water; and consultations with numerous agencies.

Direct benefits to Jasper County 

Contracted fees: $4 million annually in direct payment for management services, plus $2 per container move (expected to yield an additional $1-2 million annually).

Why fees are needed: Jasper County will be required to provide access roads and other supporting infrastructure to the terminal. Fees would support the construction and operation.

Other benefits: Additional tax revenues from economic growth.

 


