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 Minutes of the October 19, 2010
Workshop Meeting

Members Present: Chairman Kim Thomas, Dr. Bostick, Ms. Courtney Flexon and Ms. Juanita White.
Members Absent: Mr. Alex Pinckney, Mr. Thomas Jenkins and Mr. Theo Drayton.
Staff and Consultants Present: Mr. David Jirousek and Lisa Lamb.
Others Present: Karen Patterson.
Call to Order: Chairman Thomas brought the meeting to order at approximately 6:08 pm.

Invocation & Pledge of Allegiance: Invocation was given by Dr. Bostick. The Pledge of Allegiance was done in unison.

Approval of Agenda: Ms. Flexon motioned to approve the agenda as published, seconded by Ms. White. The Commission voted unanimously in favor of the motion.
Old Business:

A. Road Naming and Addressing Ordinance: Chairman Thomas suggested placing a time limit on how often a road’s name can be changed. She asked the other Commissioner’s for their opinion in regards to a time limitation. After some discussion it was decided since the PC will be approving all road names instead of forwarding applications to the Council, no time constraint would be needed. Mr. Jirousek pointed out changes that were made as instructed from the October 12, 2010 PC Meeting which are; removed the last paragraph from Section 25-125 under Existing road names since it was redundant in the ordinance, made changes under Section 25-127 to make it clear the three ways that an application for renaming a road can be initiated which is through the PC, JC EMS through a petition and the public through a petition, and changes were made to Section 25-127 under Renaming roads to require public notice be given seven (7 days) prior to meeting dates by posting notice in the newspaper, a sign on the road and notifying property owners located on the subject road by mail. After some discussion it was decided to change the public notice requirement to fourteen (14) days instead of seven (7) days. No action was taken. 
Workshop:

A. General Discussion: Chairman Thomas said that when the Joint Planning Area (JPA) was dissolved the County never decided what to do about the zoning in those areas. Mr. Jirousek showed the Comprehensive Plan Land Use Map which was the general land use map that was used during the November 2007 zoning when it was adopted. Mr. Jirousek explained that it is Hardeeville’s desire for the County not to up-zone properties that were considered previously to be in the JPA. He said that he agrees with Hardeeville as far as the county properties that are located within the Hardeeville Fire District because they don’t pay City taxes, which helps pay for fire services. There was discussion about Hardeeville annexing properties located in the County but surrounded by the City limit, the county paying Hardeeville for fire services and encouraging annexations. Mr. Jirousek said that the County can write a policy, which will be outlined in the Comprehensive Plan to address the properties that are in the County but were also inside the growth boundary during the JPA era. He explained that if a policy is included in the Comprehensive Plan then the County can implement that plan. He pointed out that the Comprehensive Plan for Jasper County must be reviewed by 2012. Ms. White agreed that we should start working on an update, especially land uses in the Comprehensive Plan.  
B. Goal Setting and Priorities: Mr. Jirousek explained that he thought the PC’s biggest priorities for 2011 should be updating the Comprehensive Plan and updating the Stormwater Regulations. He said that the funds have been approved already for the Stormwater Regulations and the staff along with the PC can make the necessary revisions to the Comprehensive Plan; however, funding will be needed for mapping. Ms. Flexon said that she would like to see the County’s transportation plan because transportation drives the zoning as well as other issues. Mr. Jirousek said the County does have a transportation model although there has been an issue getting the plan finalized. He said there is a lot of information; however, it is a long range plan. He said that generally you would look at the transportation model and you would not up-zone any properties until improvements are made. He also said there is no money for roads so the county may eventually need to collect impact fees to pay for roads. 

Ms. White said that the County should merge with the Transportation Committee to pave county roads instead of purchasing rock and sand. She explained that the Transportation Committee was set up at state level and she explained how the C-funds work. She suggested making this recommendation in the Comprehensive Plan. Ms. Flexon suggested looking at the Tree Ordinance again. She said that she would like to see more green space incorporated into developments. 

Mr. Jirousek pointed out that a lot of work has been done which can be used for the Comprehensive Plan such as; housing and transportation. He thinks most of the work should be focused on land uses for the Comprehensive Plan. He said that for 2011 we will work on the Comprehensive Plan and the Stormwater Regulations. Dr. Bostick asked about the growth boundary in Ridgeland. Mr. Jirousek said that the growth pressures are not as bad in the Ridgeland area, but growth should stay in areas that already has infrastructure in place.  
Adjourn: Dr. Bostick motioned to adjourn, seconded by Ms. Flexon. The Commission voted unanimously in favor of the motion. The workshop adjourned at 8:05 pm.
Respectfully Submitted,

Lisa Lamb
