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 Minutes of the January 8, 2013
Regular Scheduled Meeting
Members Present: Chairman, Kim Thomas; Mr. Alex Pinckney; Mr. Bill Young; Colonel Don Knowles; Dr. Bostick; and Mr. Thomas Jenkins
Members Absent: Ms. Courtney Flexon 
Staff and Consultants Present: Mr. LeNolon Edge; and Lisa Lamb
Others Present: None
Call to Order: Chairman Thomas brought the meeting to order at approximately 6:30 pm.
Invocation & Pledge of Allegiance: Invocation was given by Mr. Pinckney. The Pledge of Allegiance was done in unison.
Approval of Agenda: Mr. Jenkins motioned to approve the Agenda as published, seconded by Colonel Knowles. The Commission Members present voted unanimously in favor of the motion.

Approval of Minutes; December 11, 2012: Mr. Young motioned to approve the Minutes of December 11, 2012 as written, seconded by Mr. Jenkins. The Commission Members present voted unanimously in favor of the motion. 
Election of Officers: 
Election of Chairman: Chairman Thomas turned the meeting over to Ms. Lamb. Ms. Lamb asked for nominations of Chairman. Colonel Knowles nominated Ms. Kim Thomas for Chairman, seconded by Mr. Young. Ms. Lamb asked if there were any other nominations. Mr. Pinckney motioned that the rule be suspended and that all the Officers presently serving remain in place for 2013, seconded by Mr. Jenkins. Colonel Knowles rescinded his nomination. The Commission voted unanimously in favor of the motion to keep all the current Officers the same for 2013. Ms. Lamb said for the record Chairman is Ms. Kim Thomas, Vice-Chairman is Dr. Bostick, Secretary is Lisa Lamb, and the Representative of the Cypress Ridge Committee is Mr. Alex Pinckney.
Discussion:

Other: Chairman Thomas asked Ms. Lamb to explain about an application for subdivision that was denied. Ms. Lamb said the proposed plat showed a 50’ easement but a road did not actually exist and there was no access to the two parcels in the back. Chairman Thomas asked if the intent was to subdivide the land. Ms. Lamb said yes the applicant wanted to create a 3 lot subdivision and only the front parcel had access to a road while the two back parcels did not have access to a road. 
Mr. Pinckney said he was at the Council Meeting last night when they were discussing the property at Alligator Alley for re-zoning. He said one of the adjacent property owners claimed the re-zoning was spot zoning and wanted to know if the zoning of the adjacent property would be changed too. He said it is not spot zoning because the property behind the subject property is zoned the same as the requested zoning. He said one of the Council Members wanted to know why mushroom farming could not be done under the current zoning of Community Commercial (CC). He said the code does not allow a mushroom farm under CC. 

Colonel Knowles said after reading last month’s Planning Commission (PC) Minutes he is more convinced that we need to do what is best for Jasper County and its citizens. He said some of the things in the International Fire Code (IFC) he does not agree with because when they pass the IFC there is not going to be a single place that is going to be in compliance with it. He said one of our objectives is to increase the money coming into this county, the welfare of the people, the financial status of the county, getting companies in the county and getting revenue but if we keep putting ridiculous regulations in place why should businesses come to the County. He said small businesses in Jasper County are paying higher taxes than small businesses in Beaufort County. He said he thinks we need to make some decisions to pass onto Council to relieve some of the bureaucracy so people can get some things done and we can get some revenue in the County. He said we can regulate to death but we need to use common sense in our decision process and do what’s best for the majority and not just individuals. Mr. Jenkins said he agrees with his fellow Commissioner but he thought the problem wasn’t the county law as much as it was corresponding with state law. He said the Attorney told us we are going to have a problem getting the state to change their laws to correspond with the county law. He said he thinks everyone is fighting for the best interest of the people in this county. 
Mr. Pinckney said the IFC needs some good clarity under interpretation because Appendix D says a dead end drive that is 500’ has to have a 26’ wide road and a 66’ culdesac. He said 500’ is not very long but 26' width for a road is very wide. He said to split 5 acres up you could have a drive possibly as long as 1500’ which would cost $25,000 - $30,000 to build and poor people just cannot afford that. He said he has seen subdivisions in other places where the culdesac is 66’ but the roads are not 26’ wide so he is wondering if the IFC is being misinterpreted. Mr. Edge said in his professional opinion he believes there is a misinterpretation. He said state law allows exempt subdivisions so he thinks it is two separate issues. He said there are certain things state law allows you to do that our ordinance does not based on the need for an improved road. Mr. Young said he thinks the 26’ should be the right of way not necessarily the road because I-95 is not 26’. Mr. Edge said again he thinks that is two separate issues, an easement is different than a road. He said as long as you have provision for that he doesn’t see why you can’t do a subdivision knowing that you have access but if you want a building then you have to have access for fire department. Chairman Thomas told Mr. Edge that sounds like common sense and that she likes that. She told him to continue to work on that. 

Dr. Bostick asked if the intent of a subdivision is to build a building eventually, wouldn’t you have to plan for a road to get to the building and if that is separate. Mr. Edge said the process is separate. He said when someone comes in for a zoning permit we need to make sure the zoning is right and in place, that there is a site plan review and that everything else is in place. Dr. Bostick said it seems to him that if you buy land and find out you can’t build because it doesn’t have a road it is almost like buying land and finding out it won’t perk. Mr. Edge said we aren’t saying you can’t build a road we are just saying we won’t stop you from subdividing property just because a road isn’t built as long as it has access within state law. He said he is going to continue research and see what other areas have done and how they interpret that. Mr. Young said he believes if a legal plat is shown with a 50’ right of way he doesn’t care if it is a cow path in there right now he thinks that should be sufficient to approve the plat. Mr. Edge said he believes it’s all about making sure the code is interpreted and read correctly. Chairman Thomas said a round table discussion is always good. She thinks it would be helpful to bring in the Fire Marshal and staff to sit down and discuss how each party perceives the code. 
Mr. Pinckney said one of the bigger problems the county has is the drainage of ditches to include state, county and private owned ditches. He said the flow of water is supposed to stay the same because of water’s natural flow and wetlands. He said a lot of the large land owners have gates up and even the county cannot go on their property so if they have dug canals and have changed the flow of water that would explain why the state roads and ditches are over flowing when there is a lot of rain. He said the county needs a layout of the direction that the water flows throughout the county so that when a new project is being developed we can make sure the water is flowing naturally in the direction it should flow. Chairman Thomas said when developing a project an applicant has to submit to the Army Corp of Engineers for a land disturbance permit and they track the direction which the water runs. Dr. Bostick asked if the county has a land disturbance ordinance. Mr. Edge said when something is done in the state’s right of way that does not even come to the county. Dr. Bostick asked about surveillance of the county through flyovers and if that is a way to monitor what people do perhaps on an annual or bi-annual basis. He said if you catch people abusing the situation or causing problems you penalize them for whatever damage has resulted and then other people would think about not creating the same problems. Mr. Young said he sees where markings have been put on the road to begin the flyovers of all the counties. Ms. Lamb said Jasper County has not participated in the flyovers since 2008. Dr. Bostick said a lot of this can be googled without a flyover. Colonel Knowles said he believes that goes back to previous discussions about making rules and regulations but not having the man power to enforce them. 

Adjourn: Mr. Young motioned to adjourn, seconded by Colonel Knowles. The Meeting adjourned at 7:06 p.m.
Respectfully Submitted,
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Lisa Lamb

