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 Minutes of the May 14, 2013
Regular Scheduled Meeting
Members Present: Chairman, Kim Thomas; Mr. Alex Pinckney; Mr. Bill Young; Colonel Don Knowles; Dr. Bostick; and Mr. Thomas Jenkins
Members Absent: Ms. Courtney Flexon 
Staff and Consultants Present: Mr. LeNolon Edge and Lisa Lamb
Others Present: None
Call to Order: Chairman Thomas brought the meeting to order at approximately 6:30 pm.
Invocation & Pledge of Allegiance: Invocation was given by Mr. Pinckney. The Pledge of Allegiance was done in unison.
Approval of Agenda: Mr. Jenkins motioned to approve the Agenda as published, seconded by Mr. Young. The Commission Members present voted unanimously in favor of the motion.

Approval of Minutes; April 9, 2013: Mr. Pinckney motioned to approve the minutes of April 9, 2013 as written, seconded by Mr. Jenkins. The Commission Members present voted unanimously in favor of the motion. 
New Business: 
Zoning Map Amendment – Rural Preservation – Brown Property Group, 063-41-02-050: Ms. Lamb said this agenda item is a Zoning Map Amendment. The Applicant is Brown Property Group. The tax map number is 063-41-02-050. She said the subject property consists of 3.50 acres located at 3949 Bees Creek Road. The Applicant has requested a Zoning Map Amendment to change the designation from Residential to Rural Preservation (RP) to allow a food service establishment. Residential does not allow any type of food service use; however, Rural Preservation allows “eating places and fast food restaurants”. The Zoning Map Amendment application and request is reviewed by considering the Comprehensive Plan Projected Land Use Map which designates the subject property within the Ridgeland Joint Planning Area, an area generally intended for dense urban use. Zoning of adjacent parcels are designated as Residential with Rural Preservation nearby. Adjacent land use includes residential and commercial uses. She said there is a salvage/junkyard business located adjacent to the subject property and a beauty salon located across the street from the subject property. She said the property fronts Bees Creek Road which is a 2 lane state maintained highway. She told the Commissioners that the Applicants were present if they had any questions for them. 
Mr. Jenkins recused himself from this portion of the meeting. 

Dr. Bostick asked what the tax map number is of the property with the junkyard. Ms. Lamb said 063-41-02-057 and 056; the property is just north of Miranda Drive. Chairman Thomas asked about the property that is zoned RP northeast of the subject property, what is located on that property, how big it is and if there is any other properties zoned RP nearby. Ms. Lamb said she is not sure what is located on the property and that it is most likely zoned RP because it is a larger parcel. Ms. Lamb pointed out that the lots in Honey Hill which back up to Bees Creek Road have been zoned to RP. Chairman Thomas asked if the RP zoning is contiguous to the subject property. Ms. Lamb said no, it’s not contiguous.
Chairman Thomas opened the floor to the Applicant. Mr. Brown addressed the Commission. He said they are planning a restaurant establishment that will be carry out only. The menu will be primarily sandwiches and hot wings. Chairman Thomas asked what their hours of operation will be and if weekends will be included. Mr. Brown said probably from 7:00 am – 8:00 pm every day except for Sundays. Colonel Knowles said his only concern is loud music, noise and parties since the subject property is located in a residential area. Mr. Brown said they are not planning any parties and because of the sensitivity to the residential area it will not be a dine-in establishment. 

Mr. Pinckney motioned to forward a favorable recommendation to County Council to change the zoning of the subject parcel identified by tax map number 063-41-02-050 from Residential to Rural Preservation, seconded by Mr. Young. The Commission Members present voted unanimously in favor of the motion.   
Discussion:

Director’s Report: Mr. Edge said that the Agape Life Center who is in partnership with Dance for Peace will be holding a clothes drive for women and children on Saturday, May 18, 2013 at 10:00 am. 

Mr. Edge said there will be another training session on May 16, 2013 which will provide 3 hours of required continuing education credit. He said Commissioners Jenkins, Young, and Dr. Bostick attended the training session in April and that they are more than welcome to attend this training session but not required.  
Mr. Pinckney said South Carolina State University has a program called 1890 Land Preservative and that Mr. Ishmael Washington covers Hampton, Colleton, Bamberg and Jasper Counties. He said one of the workshops he attended recently was about Heirs property and preserving the value of the Heirs property. He said he would like to see this program come to Jasper County and be opened to the public, county offices, and elected officials to make people aware of the problems associated with Heirs property and some of the things they can do to get Heirs property divided up as well as preserve the value of the property. He said these services do not cost anything. Chairman Thomas asked Mr. Pinckney to provide that information to Ms. Lamb in order to see what we can do and at least get it on the website and out to the public. 
Mr. Jenkins said he was happy to see Highway 462 being paved. Dr. Bostick asked if there had been a meeting with the Legislative Delegation. Mr. Pinckney said yes, the Council met with them and the Highway Commission in Columbia. Colonel Knowles said the State Highway Department did a survey last year of Highway 462. They were evaluating the bridges based on the loads. He said they were planning on replacing those bridges because they were not properly built to handle the loads they are getting. He said the survey showed that 5,000 - 6,000 vehicles transit Highway 462 every day, which includes all the traffic that is coming north of Jasper County by people who work in Bluffton and Hilton Head.  
Adjourn: Dr. Bostick motioned to adjourn, seconded by Mr. Jenkins. The Meeting adjourned at 6:51 p.m. 
Respectfully Submitted,
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Lisa Lamb

