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 Minutes of the September 10, 2013
Regular Scheduled Meeting
Members Present: Chairman, Kim Thomas; Mr. Bill Young; Mr. Alex Pinckney; Mr. Thomas Jenkins; Colonel Don Knowles; and Dr. Bostick

Members Absent: Ms. Courtney Flexon
Staff and Consultants Present: Mr. LeNolon Edge and Lisa Lamb
Others Present: County Council Chairman, Henry Etheridge  
Call to Order: Chairman Thomas brought the meeting to order at approximately 6:30 pm.
Invocation & Pledge of Allegiance: Invocation was given by Mr. Pinckney. The Pledge of Allegiance was done in unison.
Approval of Agenda: Mr. Jenkins motioned to approve the Agenda as published, seconded by Mr. Young. The Commission Members present voted unanimously in favor of the motion. 
New Business: 
Road Name Petition; P Tech Davis Drive: Ms. Lamb said this agenda item is a road name petition submitted by Ms. Julia Davis. The road name proposed is P Tech Davis Drive. The subject road is an unnamed road and is located off of Wagon Branch Loop in Ridgeland. She said there are five (5) houses and two (2) vacant lots accessed by the subject road. She said in accordance with Section 25-126 of the Jasper County Code of Ordinances, P Tech Davis Drive meets all the criteria for road naming. She said the petition and a map provided by Emergency Services has been included with the staff report. 

Colonel Knowles asked what the significance of the name P Tech Davis is. Dr. Bostick said it’s the Davis’ family way of honoring one of their family members who has made major accomplishments and is the founder of P Tech, which is a nationwide program. Mr. Jenkins motioned to approve the road name P Tech Davis Drive, seconded by Colonel Knowles. The Commission Members present voted unanimously in favor of the motion.
Old Business: 
Update on Comprehensive Plan: Mr. Edge said we have employed the assistance of Thomas & Hutton as well as LSL who are the County’s Planning Consultants to draft text for the Comprehensive Plan. It is anticipated that there will be some information presented in advance of the next meeting so that the Commissioners have time to digest it. He recommended that we go back to only having the regularly scheduled meeting each month. He said the stakeholders meetings were held upfront and that we will continue to get input throughout the process. 
Discussion:
Director’s Report: Mr. Edge used this time to answer questions from the Commissioners. 
Mr. Pinckney said he knows that we had the stakeholder’s meetings but he thinks it would be nice if we could have some sort of provision to educate the citizens of Jasper County about the Comprehensive Plan and how it drives zoning because new zoning ordinances were adopted in 2007 and a lot of the citizens still do not understand the new zoning ordinance. He would like to see lifelong citizens be a part of the process and allow them to give us some input of what they are thinking. He said some communities may be planning some things and if those things aren’t included it may be hard to make it happen if the zoning is driven a different way with the Comprehensive Plan. He said at the stakeholder’s meeting he didn’t see more than a few local citizens. Mr. Edge told Mr. Pinckney that he understands his concerns and he pointed out that at the last stakeholder’s meeting there were only two (2) people in attendance. He said getting people’s participation is not an easy task, even at the first stakeholder’s meeting we had to pull information out of the public to get them to speak up and share. He said this is not the last opportunity for the public to share their ideas with us. 
Mr. Jenkins said most of the questions that he is asked is what can be done about our roads in the County. He asked about a meeting several months ago where the Planning Commission was told about several roads being designated to be paved and what became of that. Mr. Young said a person from Lowcountry Council of Governments (LCOG) addressed the Commission and mentioned several roads to be improved starting with the Back River Bridge. Mr. Edge said it is a funding issue. Mr. Jenkins said perhaps staff can get with the lady from LCOG and get some information on that. 

Chairman Thomas pointed out that corrections still need to be made to the Road Name Petition form.

Colonel Knowles said the bridges on Highway 462 at Euhaw Creek and Bees Creek are supposed to begin construction this year. Mr. Young said he saw in the newspaper where the state has come up with funding for bridge construction.   

Adjourn: Mr. Jenkins motioned to adjourn, seconded by Mr. Young. The Meeting adjourned at 6:45 p.m. 
Respectfully Submitted,
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Lisa Lamb

