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 Minutes of the January 14, 2014
Regular Scheduled Meeting
Members Present: Chairman, Kim Thomas; Mr. Thomas Jenkins; Dr. Bostick; Mr. Bill Young; Colonel Knowles; Ms. Flexon; and Mr. Alex Pinckney
Staff and Consultants Present: Mr. LeNolon Edge and Lisa Lamb
Others Present: County Administrator, Mr. Andrew Fulghum and County Councilman, Mr. Henry Etheridge
Call to Order: Chairman Thomas brought the meeting to order at approximately 6:30 pm.  
Invocation & Pledge of Allegiance: Invocation was given by Mr. Pinckney. The Pledge of Allegiance was done in unison.
Approval of Agenda: Mr. Jenkins motioned to approve the Agenda as published, seconded by Colonel Knowles. The Commission Members voted unanimously in favor of the motion. 
Approval of Minutes; October 15, 2013: Mr. Young motioned to approve the Minutes of October 15, 2013 as written, seconded by Mr. Pinckney. The Commission Members voted in favor of the motion. 
Election of Officers:

Chairman Thomas turned the meeting over to staff. Mr. Edge opened the floor for nominations of Chairman. Colonel Knowles motioned to keep all Officers the same as it currently is. Mr. Jenkins seconded the motion. The Commissioners voted unanimously in favor of the motion.
For the record, Ms. Kim Thomas remains Chairman, Dr. Bostick remains Vice-Chairman, Lisa Lamb remains Secretary, and Mr. Alex Pinckney remains Representative to the Cypress Ridge Design Review Committee. 
New Business: 
Approval of the 2014 Planning Commission Schedule: Mr. Jenkins motioned to approve the 2014 Planning Commission Schedule, seconded by Colonel Knowles. There was some discussion about June 10, 2014 Planning Commission Meeting and being a local Election Day. Ms. Lamb pointed out there are five (5) Tuesdays in June if PC would like to change the Meeting to the 3rd Tuesday (June 17, 2014). Mr. Jenkins amended his motion to change the June 10, 2014 Meeting to June 17, 2014 and adopt the Schedule with that change, seconded by Colonel Knowles. The Commission Members voted unanimously to approve the motion.  
Zoning Map Amendment – Residential – Ian & Christine Young, 039-00-06-171: Mr. Edge said this agenda item is a zoning map amendment and the subject parcel is located at 45 Bush Clark Drive off of Toomerville Loop. He said the applicant has requested to have the subject parcel re-zoned from Rural Preservation (RP) to Residential (R) in order to have a second single family dwelling unit on a 1 acre lot. He said the tax map number is 039-00-06-171. He said majority of the surrounding parcels are zoned Residential so it is consistent with adjacent zoning especially being that it is a residential use. Chairman Thomas asked if staff looked at the site plan with the applicant to make sure a second dwelling can fit on the lot as if it were subdivided. Mr. Edge said at this point the applicant is just requesting re-zoning of the property. He said the property is 1.5 acres so the second dwelling could fit on the property. 
There was some discussion about why the subject parcel is zoned RP since it is less than 25 acres and whether or not it has been previously subdivided out of a larger tract since 2007. No one really knew the answer. Ms. Lamb said it could have possibly been subdivided out of a larger tract or it could have been overlooked when the county was re-zoned in 2007. Mr. Pinckney said if it was a mistake then the applicant should not be charged $250.00 and the zoning should be changed but if it was subdivided that is a different situation. Mr. Edge said the issue is determining whether or not it is an error. Ms. Flexon pointed out the taxes may be lower in the RP zone than the R zone and the applicant may have possibly wanted it that way. Mr. Edge said the applicant did make the request to have the property re-zoned to Residential with the intent of having a second single family dwelling. He said at this point the issue is whether or not it is appropriate to be zoned Residential. 
Dr. Bostick motioned to forward a favorable recommendation to County Council to have the zoning changed from Rural Preservation to Residential, seconded by Colonel Knowles. There was some more discussion about the minimum lot size requirements to have a second dwelling in the RP and R zones and whether or not the property being zoned RP was a mistake or not. Dr. Bostick asked that staff make the applicant aware of this and if they want to research it and if a valid point is made then perhaps staff can consider waving the applicants’ fees. Mr. Edge said staff will take note. The Commission Members voted unanimously in favor of the motion.   
Zoning Map Amendment – Industrial Development, 048-00-01-012: Mr. Edge said this agenda item is a zoning map amendment for a parcel located in the Cypress Ridge Industrial Park. He said the subject parcel is currently zoned General Commercial (GC) and the request is to have it re-zoned to Industrial Development (ID). He said the subject parcel is owned by Jasper County and the purpose of the request is to have the site certified by the State. He said the surrounding properties are zoned Industrial Development. He thinks initially the subject parcel was zoned GC to allow retail in the front of the Industrial Park. He said the request for re-zoning is consistent with the Comprehensive Plan and the zoning. 
Dr. Bostick asked Mr. Pinckney if the Cypress Ridge Review Committee has any problem with the property being re-zoned. Mr. Pinckney said if the Cypress Ridge Review Committee has met he was not notified. Mr. Pinckney said everything that takes place at the Cypress Ridge Industrial Park is supposed to come before the Review Committee. He asked who submitted the application. Mr. Edge said the applicant is Jasper County. Mr. Pinckney said Cypress Ridge and Jasper County has a partnership and any changes, zoning, or anything else is supposed to be reviewed by the Review Committee and forwarded to County Council with a recommendation. There was some discussion about whether or not the Cypress Ridge Review Committee is aware of the application or not. Majority of the Commissioners said they think the Cypress Ridge Review Committee should be aware of the re-zoning application if they are not aware of it. Mr. Fulghum said the Committee is not aware of the application. He does not believe there is a specific list of what should or shouldn’t be reviewed by the Committee but out of respect there should be some communication. Mr. Fulghum told the Commissioners if they want to defer the item until the Cypress Ridge Review Committee has an opportunity to review the application that would be fine. Dr. Bostick said as far as the zoning change everything is okay but they want to make sure the Cypress Ridge Review Committee does not have a problem with it. Mr. Fulghum said if the Commission is willing to recommend it from a land use perspective then staff can take it before the Cypress Ridge Review Committee before sending it to County Council. Mr. Edge asked for a recommendation pending approval of the Cypress Ridge Review Committee. Mr. Pinckney motioned to forward a favorable recommendation to County Council pending approval of the Cypress Ridge Review Committee. Mr. Young seconded the motion. The Commission Members voted unanimously in favor of the motion. 
Road Name Petition – Almost Heaven Road: Mr. Edge said this agenda item is a road name petition. He said this particular road is an un-named road located off of Bailey Mill Road. He said the proposal is to name the subject road Almost Heaven Road. He said it meets all of the criteria except for serving three (3) households. He said there are six (6) buildings located on the property which will benefit from having the road named. He said Jasper County Emergency Services has approved the request to name the road Almost Heaven Road and has forwarded it to the Planning Commission. Dr. Bostick motioned to approve the road name, Almost Heaven Road. Colonel Knowles seconded the motion. The Commission Members voted unanimously in favor of the motion.  
Discussion:
Director’s Report: Mr. Edge said a clean-up day had been scheduled for January 17, 2014 but it has now been postponed. Mr. Edge said the Lopez Commercial Building on Highway 17 has received a development permit for site work and the New River Auto Mall’s Collision Center located at the old Budweiser Distribution center has received a certificate of occupancy. He said the PC and the BZA needs to provide an annual report to be presented to County Council. He said staff will assist with putting together the report which will consist of the Board Members updated contact information and an overview of what activity has taken place over the last year. 

Mr. Pinckney said he understands the county received some money for drainage projects and he asked what areas will benefit from that. Mr. Edge said he is not sure how the money will be divvied up but it is to benefit the entire county. He said he is sure there are some special projects that need more attention than others. He said as soon as he knows the specifics he will update the Commission. Mr. Pinckney also asked about the construction of the Health Department. Mr. Edge said he is not sure but will find out and update the Commission on that project as well. Mr. Pinckney said there is a high percentage of heirs property in Jasper County, he asked if staff could get some information on heirs property so that we can relieve some of the burden associated with heirs property so that people can get true deeds and plats on their land.                                                                                                                                                       
Adjourn: Dr. Bostick motioned to adjourn, seconded by Mr. Jenkins. The Meeting adjourned at 7:10 pm.
Respectfully Submitted,
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Lisa Lamb

