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 Minutes of the November 12, 2013
Regular Scheduled Meeting
Members Present: Chairman, Kim Thomas; Mr. Bill Young; Mr. Alex Pinckney; Mr. Thomas Jenkins; Ms. Courtney Flexon; Colonel Don Knowles; and Dr. Bostick

Staff and Consultants Present: Mr. LeNolon Edge and Lisa Lamb
Others Present: Mr. Bobby Tillman and Ms. Eleanor Tillman    
Call to Order: Chairman Thomas brought the meeting to order at approximately 6:30 pm.
Invocation & Pledge of Allegiance: Invocation was given by Mr. Pinckney. The Pledge of Allegiance was done in unison.
Approval of Agenda: Mr. Jenkins motioned to approve the Agenda as published, seconded by Ms. Flexon. The Commission Members voted unanimously in favor of the motion. 
Approval of Minutes; September 10, 2013: Mr. Young motioned to approve the Minutes of September 10, 2013 as written, seconded by Mr. Pinckney. The Commission Members voted unanimously in favor of the motion. 
Approval of Minutes; October 8, 2013: Mr. Jenkins motioned to approve the Minutes of October 8, 2013 as written, seconded by Mr. Young. The Commission Members voted unanimously in favor of the motion. 

New Business: 
Zoning Map Amendment – General Commercial – Debbie Dennis, 080-00-03-021: Mr. Edge said this agenda item is a request to have a property re-zoned from Residential (R) to General Commercial (GC). He said the property is approximately 2.60 acres and the tax map number is 080-00-03-021. He said the subject property is located on Green Acres Road. He said the surrounding properties are designated as General Commercial. 

Mr. Young pointed out that if this property is changed to GC there would be one (1) Residential (R) property left in the middle and he asked if that property should be changed to GC also. Mr. Edge said a request has not been received from that property owner so he is not sure what their desire is. He pointed out that there is some properties to the north that are zoned Residential too. 

Mr. Bobby Tillman introduced his self and addressed the Commission. He said his daughter owns the property in front where the Carolina Morning Firewood business is. He said this is his granddaddy’s old farm. He said his brother and sister live in some houses to the south of the property. He said there is a commercial piece of property to the right where the gas tanks are located. He said Carolina Morning Firewood needs more room in order to bring trees in and cut up which they will move to the front and sell. He said Brandon Thiess is the owner of Carolina Morning Firewood and he has created a really good business selling firewood. He said he sells mostly to restaurants all over Hilton Head and he has shipped some of the wood to Saudi Arabia. He said Mr. Thiess needs this extra property not to build on just to put logs on. He said Debbie Dennis who owns the subject property is his 1st cousin and she asked him to come to the meeting tonight because she lives in Alabama. 

Colonel Knowles motioned to forward this application to County Council with a favorable recommendation to have the property re-zoned to General Commercial, seconded by Mr. Jenkins. 
Mr. Pinckney asked if staff received any comments from the adjacent land owners and how many letters were sent out. Mr. Edge said staff has not received any letters of opposition and letters are always sent to the adjacent property owners. Mr. Pinckney said once the property is zoned GC then any use allowed in GC would be able to take place there so he just wanted to make sure the adjacent land owners are aware of that. 
The Commission Members voted unanimously in favor of the motion. 

Old Business: 
Update on Comprehensive Plan: Mr. Edge said a draft of the Comprehensive Plan was included in the Planning Commission (PC) package. He said the text that has been changed was highlighted in red. He said staff anticipates staying on track and having a completed document next month that can be recommended to County Council. He asked the Commissioners to continue to look at the document and see if any other areas need to be addressed. He said staff has been working with the Consultants to address some of the concerns that have been previously discussed. He said he is going to give an overview of some of the items that are being addressed.

Mr. Young pointed out the predictions that were made in the Clemson Study on page 9. He said those numbers were so ridiculous they should be updated. Mr. Edge said at one of the previous meetings there was some discussion about why the population numbers were projected to decrease one year. He said on page 10, Table 1.4, where it shows projections for 2000 – 2020 those numbers will change so that a decrease will not be shown. The correct numbers will be 24,777 for 2010, 26,000 for 2015, 27,300 for 2020, and 28,000 for 2025. He said the references throughout the document of the Grays School will be updated because the school was demolished and is no longer a historic resource. He said there are not any areas throughout the county that allow for industrial or mixed business type operations so a recommendation will be made to look at areas that will be conducive to allow for that type of use or identify specific areas for the plan. He said the Exit 8 Master Plan and the Point South Improvement Plan should be included in the Comprehensive Plan. He said some of the maps in the document will be updated and corrected.    
Mr. Pinckney pointed out that page 1 refers to the development Traditions and talks about 80,000 approved residential dwellings. He said he understood that one of the reasons people were not interested in purchasing in that development was because of infrastructure and not being able to get in and out of there. He asked if anything can be done through the Comprehensive Plan to recognize that area as an area of growth and help push efforts to get infrastructure there. Mr. Edge said that is a good recommendation. He told Mr. Pinckney if he has any specific language he would like to use or see a place it would fit, he would be glad to include it. Mr. Edge said Mr. Miley has been doing a study to look at creative ways to help encourage additional development. He said while it is not written in the Comprehensive Plan it is something that is being done. 
Mr. Young asked if the maps in the document could be made larger. Chairman Thomas said the clarity of the maps also needs improving. Mr. Young said the roads are not numbered correctly and the ledger depicting the city limits needs to be clarified as well. Mr. Edge said staff would do their best to have the maps re-produced, updated, make them larger and improve the picture quality. 

Colonel Knowles said on page 92 and 93 there is discussion which explains what goes into establishing ISO ratings but he thinks each of these areas on the map should show what the current ISO rating is and goals should be set to improve the ISO ratings in the County. Mr. Edge said we may also want to point to the Fire Plan. Colonel Knowles pointed out page 107 which is a picture of Roadway System Improvements. He said there is no discussion anywhere in the document about future plans or future projects. Mr. Edge said he believes Thomas and Hutton are going to assist us with the Transportation section. Ms. Flexon said the document also does not mention Exit 3 which is planned. 

Colonel Knowles said the document discusses a proposed future airport.  Mr. Young said the document does say an airport is proposed but he thought an extension of the existing runway had already been approved. Mr. Edge said staff will take a look at that and update it accordingly. 

Mr. Jenkins pointed out inside the cover page of the document that County Councilman, Mr. Theodus Drayton was listed as a Planning Commissioner when it should be Mr. Bill Young. 
Mr. Edge thanked the Commissioners for their feedback. He asked them to continue reviewing the document. He said these comments will be forwarded to the Consultants. He said the next draft of the document should include capital improvements that are done through the Priority Investment section. He said we should all be thinking about what those priority projects are even though they are already probably pre-defined. He said the list can be added to or taken away from although certain projects are moving forward such as; expansion of the airport, expansion of Exit 3, and the Industrial Park. Colonel Knowles said he would be interested in any future projects that are being forecasted for roadway improvements. Mr. Edge said that is a very good recommendation. He asked if there were any specific highways they would like to see funded or just see the funding put in the county as a whole. Some of the Commissioners named Highway 278, 170, 462, 321 and Argent Boulevard as well as funding the county as a whole. 
Chairman Thomas pointed out the School section on page 94. She said that paragraph should be updated because it talks about new campuses coming in 2007 which have already been built. She said it would be nice to have a new picture instead of a picture showing the schools under construction. She said the Charter School and the Catholic School should also be added. 

Mr. Pinckney asked if the Chamber of Commerce is listed in the document. He said he did not see it anywhere in the document but the Chamber of Commerce is usually the first place a person contacts when they are looking for information about a place. Mr. Young said it probably could be included in Chapter 5, Economy, with Labor Force and Economic Development. Chairman Thomas agreed. 

Mr. Jenkins said the map on page 113 should be updated. 

Mr. Edge asked everyone to continue looking through the document and make additional comments.

Discussion:
Director’s Report: Mr. Edge said Jasper County had a clean-up day. He said it went from the Tallmadge Bridge to the SCAD Equestrian Center. He said 18-20 folks participated representing the City of Hardeeville, Jasper County, Wildlife Refuge, DNR, SCDOT and the Water Conservation District. He said we are going to continue to do this and that a tentative date for January has already been set-up. He said the area of clean-up will be west Hardeeville. 

Mr. Edge said he attended the International Council of Shopping Centers Meeting on October 30, 2013. He said it was a very successful meeting. He said there was some interest in the Exit 8 area and they were able to talk to some potential tenants and land owners about what Jasper County had to offer.  

Mr. Edge said he attended a Ride & Share Stakeholders Meeting at the Georgia Institute of Technology in Savannah. He said the idea behind that was to look at potential locations that can accommodate a parking ride facility where individuals would commute to work together whether it is through public transit or carpool. He said that meeting was very good. 
Mr. Jenkins asked about the construction going on at the Back River Bridge in Jasper County and how the work is being funded. Mr. Edge said he understands Georgia is covering the cost of that work. Mr. Young said only a short distance of that bridge is in South Carolina and the majority of it is in Georgia. Mr. Jenkins said it is a good project because there is a lot of traffic on Highway 17. 

Mr. Pinckney said Highway 321 starts in Hardeeville and goes all the way to Columbia. He said every little small town that is located on Highway 321 has a reduced speed limit except for Tarboro and Robertville. He said if there is a contact person or somewhere the community can find out who to talk to it would be helpful. He said they have not been able to get a positive response from the local DOT Office. He said he also thought it might be helpful to get a recommendation from a body. Mr. Pinckney said the guy who wrote the Robert Rules of Order is from Robertville and he thinks a historical marker should be placed in Robertville.     

Adjourn: Mr. Jenkins motioned to adjourn, seconded by Ms. Flexon. The Meeting adjourned at 7:20 p.m. 
Respectfully Submitted,
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Lisa Lamb

