	Project benefits

Planned for more than a decade by Jasper County, the South Atlantic 
International Terminal would generate billions of dollars in economic
benefits for Jasper County, the Lowcountry and the state of 
South Carolina. The terminal would be built on the South Carolina 
side of the lower Savannah River at a site identified in 1987 
and now widely considered to be the Eastern Seaboard’s best 
location to serve the new, deeper-draft container ships. 

Deeper channel close to ocean 

The site for the South Atlantic International Terminal is located on 
1,863 acres, approximately eight miles from the sea buoy that marks 
the entrance to the Savannah River’s shipping channel. The terminal’s
location would enable the channel to be dredged up to 50 feet deep, 
opening the way for the region to serve new container traffic carried 
by vessels that cannot now be accommodated in the ports of 
Charleston or Savannah. The terminal would be large enough to serve
between 550,000 to1.1 million TEUs (Twenty-foot Equivalent container Units)
in its first decade of operation.
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Detailed plan backed by studies, funding 

Told to proceed on its own by SCSPA, Jasper County has spent years 
building its plan and conducting the detailed, technical studies to support it. 
Six years ago the county contracted with SSA Marine, America’s 
largest shipping terminal developer and operator, and a global 
industry leader. Under the contract, Jasper County will own, provide 
oversight and manage the terminal. SSA Marine will design, build 
and operate the terminal. The County also retained engineering 
and other consulting firms and conducted design, soils, environmental, 
and other analyses; developed service plans for railroad links, 
electric power and water; and consulted with numerous state 
and federal agencies. The county will retain the land and facilities
in public ownership and for public benefit. SSA Marine will provide
 financial support by investing approximately $450 million 
to support the terminal’s development. 
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Could double container volume by 2011 

Construction of the Jasper County terminal could enable the region’s 
container cargo volume to double by 2011, according to a study 
by Bruce A. Seaman, Ph.D., an economics consultant and associate 
professor at Georgia Southern University. The 2001 study’s projections
 for container shipping growth have been validated by actual results 
since then. The study also projected that development of the 
South Atlantic International Terminal would generate more than 95,000
indirect jobs in the region, in addition to approximately 450 family-wage
jobs at the terminal itself. 

If the terminal is not built soon, the growing container volume and 
new ships likely will go to other ports, as shipping begins to exceed
 capacity at existing terminals in Charleston and Savannah. 
Dr. Seaman’s study also found that overall growth in container shipping
volume will ensure any adverse impact on jobs at Savannah or Charleston
will be short-lived. Together, the study found, the three terminals 
will make possible for the region’s container shipping to grow 
much more than the two existing terminals could.

Phase I & II
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Direct benefits to support infrastructure 

In addition to economic growth throughout the region, the terminal would 
provide direct benefits to Jasper County. The county’s contract with SSA
Marine would provide a $4 million annual management fee. The county also would 
receive $2 per container moved through the terminal, which is expected to 
generate $1 million to $2 million annually during the first decade of 
operation.These revenues constitute a significant gain for one of 
South Carolina’s poorest counties. In addition to compensating 
the county for terminal management services, the revenues also 
would fund construction of supporting infrastructure, as well as 
additional services to meet the needs of the county’s expected 
population growth. The terminal itself would require 
access roads, rail, water, sewer and other services. The population growth 
stimulated by the terminal would necessitate investment in roads and other transportation resources, schools and other services. 

Should SPA develop this facility, it is unclear who would pay for the 
infrastructure and other support services for successful operation of
the project.
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Current use of site
Constructing the South Atlantic International Terminal would create a 
dramatically more valuable public use for the proposed terminal site, 
which is currently owned by the State of Georgia and serves as a 
deposit site for dredge spoils from the Savannah River. Converting the site 
to the new terminal would require the replacement of 4 to 7 percent of 
dredge spoil capacity, which would be lost in developing the site for use 
as a terminal. Jasper County has expressed willingness to work with the
State of Georgia and the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers to find alternate
locations to replace the dredge spoil capacity. 
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Broad base of support
Jasper County’s plan for the South Atlantic International Terminal has 
received extensive support across the Lowcountry and throughout 
South Carolina. 

More than 70 legislators from around the state in 2005 called for the County 
and South Carolina State Ports Authority, which has sought to unilaterally
 take over the project, to agree to a compromise proposal under 
which Jasper County and SSA Marine would build and operate 
the terminal as part of the State Ports Authority system. 

Jasper County said it would accept the compromise, but SPA 
has never responded. During the 2006 session, 93 members of the 
General Assembly have signed legislation to demand that SPA 
get the approval of the legislature “before it undertakes any action
 in connection with the construction of a shipping terminal in 
Jasper County including, but not limited to, the acquisition of real property.” 

On a visit to Jasper County, Gov. Mark Sanford praised the county’s vision 
and expressed his belief that it and SSA Marine should develop the 
terminal together with the state. U.S. Rep. Joe Wilson, whose 
district includes Jasper County, publicly recognized the extensive 
planning actions by the County and called for it to lead a collaborative effort. 
Many of the Lowcountry’s cities and counties have passed resolutions 
supporting Jasper County’s development of the terminal. 
With its broad-based support and fully funded plan, 
Jasper County’s South Atlantic International Terminal is ready 
to deliver its many benefits to the region and state.

Final Build Out
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Compromise with SPA
Jasper County has publicly stated, and on several occasions indicated 
its willingness to compromise with SPA. SPA has never shown 
any interest in doing so. However, Jasper County is unwilling to 
simply step aside for SPA when it has not shown either a real plan 
or actual financing to construct this project in a timely manner.

 

 

 

 

 


