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1987 – The South Carolina Coastal Council identifies a Jasper County site, currently being used to deposit dredge spoils, on the lower Savannah River, as a potential location for a deep-water marine shipping terminal.

1990 – The South Carolina State Ports Authority says it is not interested in a Jasper County terminal, following a presentation on the idea by Jasper County and the Lowcountry Council of Governments. SPA tells County to proceed on its own.

1991-99 – Jasper County continues to study and promote a Savannah River marine terminal, begins discussions with various marine terminal operators.

August 2000 – State Ports Authority Board member Bill Bethea proposes that SCSPA should study construction of a Savannah River terminal, but SCSPA turns down the idea.

August-November 2000 – Jasper County and SSA Marine begin talks and sign memorandum of understanding to pursue the terminal project.

November 2000 & continuing – Jasper County and SSA Marine accelerate planning efforts to design the terminal. These efforts include retaining the following firms to conduct studies and perform tasks to develop the terminal plan:
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S&ME Engineers conducts soil tests to ensure the land can support a terminal. The firm’s study includes drilling more than 100 test shafts on the site. 

· Hussey Gay Bell & DeYoung, Engineers conducts a survey of the site. 

· Berger / Abam assumes overall management of the engineering process and designs the terminal. 

· Newkirk Environmental conducts an environmental survey of the site. 

· Rosen & Associates conduct an appraisal of the site to determine valuation for legal purposes. 

· Beaufort-Jasper Water Authority, working with Berger /Abam and Hussey Gay Bell & DeYoung, establishes potential water service. 

· SCANA Electric, working with Berger /Abam and Hussey Gay Bell & DeYoung, establishes potential electric service. 

· Skeen Railroad Engineers develops plan for rail service.
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December 2000 – Jasper County files its first notice of condemnation against Georgia DOT.

November 2000 – 2001 – Jasper County and South Atlantic International Terminal team continue studies and conduct meetings with governmental agencies, potential project participants and stakeholders, including: 

· U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Savannah Office 

· U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Charleston Office 

· U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service 

· U.S. Coast Guard 

· Savannah Pilots Association 

· Former South Carolina Gov. Jim Hodges 

· South Carolina Dept. of Health & Environmental Control 

· South Carolina Department of Commerce 

· Former Georgia Gov. Roy Barns 

· CSX Railroad 

· Norfolk Southern Railroad 

· Savannah Chamber of Commerce 

· Other public officials 

· Other civic organizations 

· Various environmental groups 

· Various local landowners
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2001 - South Carolina legislature unanimously passes a resolution thanking SSA Marine for its willingness to invest $450 million in South Carolina to finance Jasper County’s plan for constructing a marine terminal on the Savannah River.

June 2001 – Dr. Bruce Seaman, Ph.D., conducts a study of the economic viability of the project. His study finds that the project would generate 95,000 jobs for the region and millions of dollars of economic growth. The study also determines that growing container shipping volume would generate demand for the South Atlantic International Terminal’s services without significantly impacting growth at existing ports in Charleston and Savannah. 

2003 – South Carolina State Supreme Court rules County contract with SSA Marine was not for a “public use.” County retains national experts to independently review and assist it to modify contract.

September 2003 - The SC Supreme Court rules against Jasper County’s first condemnation suit.

2003-2004 - Jasper County and SSA Marine develop additional details, County retains Municipal Advisors Group of Boston to review and advise on agreements, County establishes Port District and continues preparations.

January 2005 – Jasper County and SSA Marine reach a second loan, development and management agreement.
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January 2005 – After negotiations with Georgia DOT fail, Jasper County again files a suit to condemn dredge spoils sites for a higher and better public use as a County-owned marine terminal.

January 2005 – SPA Chairman Harry Butler arrives unannounced at a Jasper County Council meeting and states, “To the people of Jasper County who have fought for this project, I would say, help is on the way.” He did not answer questions and provided no specifics, no plan nor timeline. For almost a year and a half, SPA has said nothing to Jasper County except when it files lawsuits. Later that month, SPA sues Jasper County over its plans to build a marine terminal.

2005 Legislative Session – More than 70 legislators of both chambers, parties and from around the state, called for SPA and Jasper County to adopt a specific compromise for SAIT. After a public hearing, Jasper County voted to accept the proposal. 

April 2005 – SPA rejects a popular port development private participant model, essentially rejecting the Jasper compromise.

2006 Legislation Session – Legislation demanding that SPA get approval of the legislature before it undertake any action regarding the construction or condemnation of land for SAIT was sponsored by 93 General Assembly members.
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April 2006 – SC State Supreme Court rules that Jasper County has the legal right to develop a marine terminal and that SPA has a superior right of condemnation.

April 2006 – SPA sues Georgia DOT to condemn the same land for a marine terminal that Jasper County started condemning 16 months earlier.

 

 

 

 

 


