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 Minutes of the April 13, 2010
Regular Scheduled Meeting

Members Present: Chairman Kim Thomas, Dr. Bostick, Ms. Juanita White, Mr. Alex Pinckney, Mr. Bill Young and Ms. Courtney Flexon.
Staff and Consultants Present: Lisa Lamb
Others Present: Councilman Henry Etheridge
Call to Order: Chairman Thomas brought the meeting to order at approximately 6:30 pm.

Invocation & Pledge of Allegiance: Invocation was given by Mr. Pinckney. The Pledge of Allegiance was done in unison.

Approval of Agenda: Mr. Pinckney motioned to approve the agenda as published, seconded by Ms. Flexon. The Commission voted unanimously in favor of the motion.
Approval of March 9, 2010 Minutes: Ms. Flexon motioned to approve the minutes as written, seconded by Dr. Bostick. Mr. Pinckney stated that the minutes should be amended in regards to Caraustar’s request to have the zoning changed from Residential (R) to Industrial (ID). The minutes stated that the Commissioners had several options pertaining to that request and Mr. Pinckney pointed out at the March 9, 2010 Meeting that the Commission only had one option, which was to act on the request to change the zoning from R to ID. Chairman Thomas said that the minutes also reflected that the Lowcountry Commerce Park was “For Information Only” and that should be stricken since it was for action. The Commissioners voted unanimously in favor of accepting the minutes with those two  (2) changes being made.   
New Business:

Jim Dana Zoning Map Amendment: Ms. Lamb pointed out that this was an application for re-zoning. The applicant is Jim Dana and he has requested to have the zoning changed from Residential to General Commercial. She explained that the subject 10 acre property is located off of a driveway at the end of Schinger Avenue and directly behind Riverwalk Business Park. She also pointed out that the subject property has two existing commercial structures located on it. One was permitted in 1996 and the other was permitted in 2005. The site is currently being used for truck and equipment maintenance, equipment storage and the Waste Pro Business Office. She said that the applicant would like to have the zoning changed to ensure current and future non-residential uses comply with the Zoning Ordinance and are consistent with existing uses within the vicinity. She pointed out that the adjacent zoning to the east of the property is General Commercial, while the other three sides are surrounded by the City of Hardeeville and have been approved by the City as a Planned Development District (PDD). On the east side of the property a commercial subdivision exists while the other three sides adjacent to the City limits are undeveloped at this time. She said that Staff recommends approval of the Zoning Map Amendment request as Residential Zoning is not considered appropriate for this location. 

There was some discussion about the access to the subject property, whether one is needed or if there is a recorded easement. Ms. Lamb explained that the property is accessed by an access easement, which is privately maintained and is recorded. Mr. Pinckney asked if all the controversial issues regarding the paving of Schinger Road have been cleared up. Ms. Lamb said yes, the road has been paved. Mr. Pinckney asked if Hardeeville was okay with the county changing the zoning. Ms. Lamb stated that staff sent an email to the Hardeeville Planning Director and did not receive any response. Mr. Pinckney asked if the tax map reflects what is planned with-in the Hardeeville PDD. Ms. Lamb said no; however, the tax map does show the land to be vacant and undeveloped. She also pointed out that by looking at Hardeeville’s Zoning Map that the surrounding property has been zoned as a PDD at least since 2008. Chairman Thomas asked if the PDD tract had a name such as; the East Argent Tract or West Argent Tract. Ms. Lamb stated that she was not sure. Mr. Pinckney motioned to forward this application to County Council with a favorable recommendation to change the zoning from Residential (R) to General Commercial (GC), seconded by Mr. Young. The Commission voted unanimously in favor of the motion.
Planning Commission Discussion

A. Open Discussion: Ms. Lamb informed the Commission Members that she intended to send a request to the Clerk to Council from the Planning Commission to have flowers sent to Mr. Theo Drayton’s family. Chairman Thomas asked Ms. Lamb to send Mr. Drayton’s address and the funeral arrangements to each of the Members.  

Chairman Thomas informed the Commissioners that there will be a joint meeting tomorrow (Wednesday, April 14, 2010) from 1:00 pm – 3:00 pm. in the Council Chambers between the County Council, the Town and City Councils and their Mayors as well as the Administrators. She encouraged the Members to attend the meeting if possible. Ms. Flexon asked what the topics for discussion at the joint meeting were. Councilman Etheridge said that the County, the Municipalities and the Administrators wanted to collaborate and find out what each entity is doing and what is planned for what and where so that they will all be aware of what is going on throughout the county and the cities. He also said that they plan to hold these joint meetings quarterly.  
ADJOURN: Mr. Young motioned to adjourn. Dr. Bostick wished Chairman Thomas a Happy Birthday. Ms. Flexon seconded the motion. The Commission voted unanimously in favor of the motion. The meeting adjourned at approximately 6:55 pm.
Respectfully Submitted,

Lisa Lamb
