Jasper County Planning Commission

358 Third Avenue

Ridgeland, SC 29936

843-717-3650 phone

843-726-7707 fax

  Minutes of the June 9, 2015
Regular Scheduled Meeting
Members Present: Chairman, Kim Thomas; Vice-Chairman, Dr. Bostick; Mr. Bill Young; Mr. Thomas Jenkins; Mr. Alex Pinckney; and Mr. Randy Waite
Members Absent: Mr. Greg Padgett
Staff and Consultants Present: Mr. LeNolon Edge; County Attorney, Mr. David Tedder; and Lisa Lamb
Others Present: Attorney Mills Morrison, Mr. Mike Stapen, Mr. Chaneyfield, and Councilman Henry Etheridge.
Call to Order: Chairman Thomas brought the meeting to order at approximately 6:30 pm.  
Invocation & Pledge of Allegiance: Invocation was given by Mr. Pinckney. The Pledge of Allegiance was done in unison.
Approval of Agenda: Mr. Young motioned to approve the Agenda as published, seconded by Mr. Pinckney. The Commission Members present voted unanimously in favor of the motion.  

Approval of Minutes; April 14, 2015: Mr. Young motioned to approve the Minutes of April 14, 2015 as written, seconded by Mr. Pinckney. The Commission Members present voted unanimously in favor of the motion. 
Old Business: 
Zoning Ordinance Amendment - Group Housing – NAICS 623990 – Other Residential Care Facilities: Mr. Edge said this is a zoning ordinance amendment to include Other Residential Care Facilities as a conditional use in both the Residential and Rural Preservation Districts. He said this will address Group Homes. He read the three (3) conditions. There was some discussion about the second condition. Dr. Bostick motioned to forward this zoning map amendment to County Council with a favorable recommendation and to include the changes discussed to the second condition so that it states, “There shall be minimal visually identifiable difference from the outside of the residential structure that would distinguish the residence from a typical residential dwelling at the discretion of the DSR.” The motion was seconded by Mr. Waite. The Commission Members present voted unanimously in favor of the motion.   

New Business:
Rezoning Application: North Okatie Highway, Tax Map Number 079-00-00-011: Mr. Edge said this is a re-zoning application. He said the property is located at North Okatie Highway and consists of 1.35 acres. The current zoning is Residential and the request is to have the property re-zoned to General Commercial. He said the request is consistent with the Comprehensive Plan, the adjacent zoning, land uses, as well as traffic and access. There was some discussion about the exact location of the property and the nearby zoning districts. 

Mr. Mills Morrison addressed the Commission. He said the property is located in an area that is generally a commercial area. He said there is a Zaxby’s and an Enmark nearby. He said a Burger King is planned for this site which will create jobs. Dr. Bostick motioned to forward a favorable recommendation to County Council to have the property re-zoned from Residential to General Commercial. Mr. Jenkins seconded the motion. The Commission Members present voted unanimously in favor of the motion.
Solar Farms: Mr. Edge said this ordinance is in draft form for Planning Commission’s review. He said an ordinance will be presented at next month’s meeting to allow solar power generation in the Residential and Rural Preservation Districts as a conditional use. He said currently generation is allowed in the commercial and industrial districts. He read the proposed conditions. There was some discussion about issues that are associated with solar power such as; safety, heat, glare, noise, and effects on birds and wildlife. It was suggested that someone from the power company come and talk to the Planning Commission about solar power. It was also suggested that condition number 2 be re-worded to provide guidance in regards to an acceptable landscape plan, condition number 3 and 6 be combined since they state almost the same thing, and the exact type or percentage of screening be defined in condition number 4. 
Discussion: 
Director’s Report: Mr. Edge went over the Month-End Report for the Planning Department and the Building Department.  
Adjourn: Mr. Jenkins motioned to adjourn, seconded by Mr. Young. The Meeting adjourned at 7:15 pm.
Respectfully Submitted,
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Lisa Lamb
