Jasper County Planning Commission

358 Third Avenue

Ridgeland, SC 29936

843-717-3650 phone

843-726-7707 fax

  Minutes of the May 12, 2015
Regular Scheduled Meeting
Members Present: Chairman, Kim Thomas; Vice-Chairman, Dr. Bostick; Mr. Bill Young; Mr. Thomas Jenkins; Mr. Alex Pinckney; and Mr. Randy Waite
Staff and Consultants Present: County Administrator, Andrew Fulghum; Mr. LeNolon Edge; County Attorney, Mr. David Tedder; and Lisa Lamb
Others Present: Ms. Cathleen Mervin; Mr. John Pinckney; and Mr. Russell Patterson.
Call to Order: Chairman Thomas brought the meeting to order at approximately 6:30 pm.  
Invocation & Pledge of Allegiance: Invocation was given by Dr. Bostick. The Pledge of Allegiance was done in unison.
Chairman Thomas welcomed Mr. Randy Waite and introduced him as the newest Planning Commission Member appointed by County Council. 
Approval of Agenda: Mr. Jenkins motioned to approve the Agenda as published, seconded by Mr. Young. The Commission Members voted unanimously in favor of the motion.  

Approval of Minutes; February 10, 2015: Mr. Young motioned to approve the Minutes of February 10, 2015 as written, seconded by Mr. Jenkins. The Commission Members voted unanimously in favor of the motion. 
Old Business: 
Group Housing Presentation: Mr. Edge said that the zoning ordinance allows Group Housing only in the General Commercial (GC) and Community Commercial (CC) Districts. He said we have been going through an exercise to see if this is something we want to allow in the Residential District and if so we may need to propose some recommendations to modify our ordinance to accommodate certain types of group housing. He said there has been some interest in establishing group homes in Jasper County and he has invited some of those folks that are interested in group housing to talk about some of the challenges they are running into. There was some discussion about several group homes that currently exists within Jasper County. 

Ms. Cathleen Mervin addressed the Commission. She said she feels that group homes will be a benefit to Jasper County. She said there is a group home for boys in Tarboro but there is not a group home for girls in Jasper County. She said they appreciate any help and all information they receive in regards to group housing. 
There was some discussion. Mr. Edge said staff was going to continue to look at how other counties and agencies deal with group housing and bring forth more information at next month’s meeting. 

New Business:
Rezoning Application: 305 Lowcountry Drive, Tax Map Number #081-00-01-014: Mr. Edge said this re-zoning application is for property at 305 Lowcountry Drive. He said the parcel consists of approximately 7.15 acres. He said there is an industrial type building located on the property, which consists of 10 units. He said it is adjacent to the Lowcountry Commerce Park’s Planned Development District which is planned for limited industrial uses. He said the future land use map in the Comprehensive Plan identifies some areas nearby that might be conducive to Industrial Development and the zoning map shows Industrial Development located to the north of the site. There was discussion about the zoning of adjacent properties and whether or not this would be considered a legal non-conforming use.  
Mr. Russell Patterson addressed the Commission.  He said he is an attorney for Glover Investments. He said this is an 88,000 square foot building that has been in existence for more than 20 years and has been used for industrial purposes. He said in 2007 when Jasper County went through the comprehensive re-zoning process the property was zoned Residential. He said they believe they are considered legal non-conforming but the purpose tonight is to have the property re-zoned to Industrial Development. He said it is their intent to use the property in the same manner that it has always been used.  
Mr. Jenkins motioned to forward this application to County Council with a favorable recommendation to have the property re-zoned to Industrial Development. Mr. Young seconded the motion. Chairman Thomas called for a roll call vote. The motion did not carry. Mr. Young and Mr. Jenkins voted in favor of the motion. Chairman Thomas, Dr. Bostick, Mr. Pinckney, and Mr. Waite opposed the motion.  
Discussion: 
Director’s Report: Mr. Edge said there is an upcoming Cypress Ridge Review Committee Meeting. He said there is a training scheduled for Planning Commission and Board of Zoning Appeals Members on May 21, 2015 from 9:00 am until 12:30 pm in the County Council Chambers. He said there is also a Board of Zoning Appeals Meeting scheduled for May 28, 2015 at 9:30 am.

There was some discussion about the re-zoning application at Lowcountry Drive as to whether or not the building should be considered as a legal non-conformity. Some of the Commissioners thought it should be. Dr. Bostick motioned to allow the proposed business to operate in this facility as a legal non-conforming use, seconded by Mr. Young. The Commission voted unanimously in favor of the motion. 
Adjourn: Mr. Jenkins motioned to adjourn, seconded by Mr. Young. The Meeting adjourned at 7:45 pm.
Respectfully Submitted,
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Lisa Lamb
