Jasper County Planning Commission

358 Third Avenue

Ridgeland, SC 29936

843-717-3650 phone

843-726-7707 fax

  Minutes of the September 8, 2015
Regular Scheduled Meeting
Members Present: Dr. Bostick presiding as Chairman; Mr. Thomas Jenkins; Mr. Alex Pinckney; Mr. Randy Waite; Mr. Bill Young; and Mr. Greg Padgett 
Staff Present: Mr. LeNolon Edge and Lisa Lamb
Others Present: Mr. Leland and Christina Rentz, Mr. Danny Henderson, and Ms. Judy Frank 
Call to Order: Chairman Bostick brought the meeting to order at approximately 5:40 pm.  
Invocation & Pledge of Allegiance: Invocation was given by Mr. Pinckney. The Pledge of Allegiance was done in unison.
Approval of Agenda: Mr. Jenkins motioned to approve the Agenda as published, seconded by Mr. Young. The Commission Members voted unanimously in favor of the motion.  

Approval of Minutes; August 11, 2015: Mr. Pinckney motioned to approve the Minutes of August 11, 2015 as written, seconded by Mr. Waite. The Commission Members voted unanimously in favor of the motion. 
Old Business:
Zoning Text Amendment; Solar Farms: Mr. Edge said this zoning text amendment has been presented to the Planning Commission in its original form. He said based on Attorney Tedder’s recommendation at the Joint County Council/Planning Commission Workshop, he is asking for a favorable recommendation to forward the solar ordinance to County Council as a conditional use in all zoning districts and then have another joint meeting to go through the items in more detail. Mr. Pinckney motioned to forward a favorable recommendation to County Council to allow solar electric power generation in all zoning districts as a conditional use. Mr. Young seconded the motion. There was some discussion. Ms. Frank asked if this recommendation will put a halt to solar farms in addition to the residential solar power. She was told yes, nothing concerning solar power would be allowed until such time that the ordinance received final approval. The Commission Members voted in favor of the motion.
New Business:

Road Name Petition; Gladys Hill Road: Mr. Edge said this is a road name petition to have a driveway located off of Highway 170 named Gladys Hill Road. He said there are 7 homes served by the subject driveway and Emergency Services did not find any conflicts with the proposed name. Mr. Padgett motioned to approve the driveway name of Gladys Hill Road, seconded by Mr. Waite. The Commission Members voted unanimously in favor of the motion. 
Road Name Petition; Monkey John Lane: Mr. Edge said this is a road name petition to have a driveway off of Highway 315 named Monkey John Lane. He said there are 4 homes served by the subject driveway and Emergency Services did not find any conflicts with the proposed name. Mr. Jenkins motioned to approve the driveway name of Monkey John Lane, seconded by Mr. Young. The Commission Members voted unanimously in favor of the motion. 
Discussion: 
Director’s Report: There was not a Director’s Report. 

Open Discussion: Chairman Bostick asked if there is a solar farm project planned and if that is the reason for the proposed solar farm ordinance. Mr. Edge said the ordinance is being developed to deal with solar farms, not a project. He said he could not talk about it because it is an economic development project. Mr. Pinckney said he would like to see state and federal regulations regarding solar power. Mr. Padgett suggested setting up another meeting to discuss solar power in more detail since the ordinance is being presented from the Planning Commission and the Council did not seem pleased with the ordinance that was presented to them. Mr. Jenkins agreed that the Planning Commission should have more discussions regarding solar power. Mr. Waite said he thinks Hardeeville and Ridgeland’s Planning Commission should be included in the discussions regarding solar power since each municipality encompasses a lot of land. Dr. Bostick agreed that Hardeeville and Ridgeland’s Planning Commission should be involved in discussions regarding solar power.  
Adjourn: Mr. Jenkins motioned to adjourn. The Meeting adjourned at 6:08 pm.
Respectfully Submitted,
Lisa Wagner
